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Bo Glover Receives ANCA’s 2018
Nature Center Leadership Award!

Tina Popson
Associate Director Parents & Families Program

Grinnell College
Grinnell, 1A

“Bo has the creativity to think not
Jjust of new project ideas, but also of
new directions. He has the vision to
see how his ideas should culminate,

he has the initiative to start them,

the personality to win hearts, minds

and donations, the leadership to

get others to join in, the tenacity to
overcome stumbling blocks, and a
passion for the ENC’s mission that

keeps it in sight at all times.”

— Alice Batts Apkarian; PhD;
ENC member, supporter, docent, and
2011 volunteer of the year; daughter
of ANCA’s first ever recipient of the
Nature Center Leadership Award, Dr.

H. Lewis Batts Jr.

he Association of Nature Center

Administrators’ Board of Directors
is pleased to announce that Bo Glover,
Executive Director at the Environmental
Nature Center (ENC), has been selected
as the recipient of the prestigious 2018
ANCA Nature Center Leadership Award.
Bo brings the ENC’s mission, “to pro-
vide quality education through hands-on
experience with nature” to life for his
employees, board members, visitors,
. city, and peers in the United States and
" abroad, empowering others to carry it
forth. This kind of leadership that ignites
a passion for protecting and connect-
ing with nature in others in combination
. with Bo’s ability to manage the ENC
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with utmost success, demonstrates
the important contribution to the
nature and environmental learning
center field that ANCA’s Nature
Center Leadership Award was cre-
ated to recognize. We are honored
to acknowledge Bo as a seminal
leader in the nature and environ-
mental learning center field with
this award.

In his 27 years with
the ENC, Bo has ex-
ponentially grown the
services and opportunities
the ENC offers, embed-
ding the center as the
community’s authority on
ecological responsibility,
sustainable practices, and
environmental education.
After first volunteering at
the ENC in 1991 and later
being appointed Execu-
tive Director in 1995, Bo
has grown the center
from three staff working
in trailers located on two
and a half acres of land to
seven full time and seven
part time staff working
from an 8,500 square-foot
LEED Platinum Certified
nature center, a Native
Butterfly House, and a
nature center preschool
that will open in 2019 on
three plus acres. With all of these
resources, the ENC now serves
over 27,000 children annually who
live in one of the most densely
populated areas in the country:
Orange County.

Bill Rose, PhD, former Presi-
dent and CEO of Kalamazoo
Nature Center and 2010 ANCA
Nature Center Leadership Award
recipient shared that “Bo’s role
as Executive Director of ENC is
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a model in leadership. He estab-
lished a small center in the heart
of the intense Southern California
development and grew it to a large
organization, which is making a
significant impact on his commu-
nity. He raised millions of dollars
and led the community in a build-
ing program that is a wonderful
example for many nature centers
around the country. This is reason
enough to recognize him with the

ANCA Award and when you add
his contributions to the profession
as a whole, he is way over the
top.”

Over his career, Bo has not
only grown the ENC, he has con-
tinuously worked to strengthen the
nature and environmental learning
center profession as a whole. From
a long list of accomplishments,
notable is Bo’s service on the
ANCA Board of Directors from
2001 to 2010, including two terms

as the ANCA Board President. In
2012 he represented ANCA inter-
nationally by consulting with two
universities in addition to repre-
sentatives from the Nature Conser-
vancy in the Sichuan Province of
China. Bo and the ENC hosted the
ANCA Summit in 2013, and he
participated on eight ANCA Peer
Consult Teams (to date), being the
lead for three of them.

In each of his accomplish-
ments, it is the way that
Bo has given himself fully
to each of the peers he has
worked with that has truly
spread the mission of the
field to connect people
with nature. As David
Catlin, Principal at David
Catlin Consulting LLC
notes, “supporting his
colleagues is just second
nature to Bo, and I’'m cer-
tainly not the only person
who has experienced it.”

One example of Bo’s
ability to connect and
inspire is shown in the ad-
vancement of environmen-
tal education his trip to
China encouraged. Steph-
anie Tansey, Co-Founder
of Earth Charter Com-
munities Network, called
Bo’s trip “historic.” She
had first seen the kind of
place-based education she thought
could help enact reform in Chi-
nese education at the ENC where
Bo had demonstrated a lesson and
explained how the ENC partnered
with the wider education system.
During Bo’s consult in China, he
didn’t just lecture about environ-
mental education, he got down on
the classroom floor in a middle
school with some dirt in a can to
show the students the effect of

(continued on page 5)
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erosion and to demonstrate hands-
on learning. He didn’t just read
about the Chinese relationship
with nature, he went to remote
villages and talked with Chinese
about the Tao, the issues they had
with waste, and their experiences
with environmental education.
The impressions Bo made are part
of what is pushing place-based
environmental education in some
school systems in China today.
The relationship he built with the
Chinese educators has catalyzed
further sharing of environmental
education practices between China
and the United States through the
visit of a Chinese delegation to
ANCA’s Summit almost every
year.

Another example of the impact
Bo’s commitment to his peers
has for the benefit of the profes-
sion can be seen in the support
he provides to those who work
and volunteer at ENC. Meghan
Lockwood, Education Coordinator
at the ENC writes, “I have never
worked at a place that supported
so much creative thinking and
high-quality work output. We are
encouraged on a daily basis to
think outside the box of educa-
tion and provide a hands-on and
quality-learning environment.
Each of our individual skills is
nurtured to the point of expertise
and we are able to offer programs
specific to each naturalist’s area of
mastery in addition to our day-
to-day programs.” Alice Batts
Apkarian adds, “The ENC has a
loyal pool of volunteers. We all
support the ENC’s mission and we
all value community service, but
what keeps us there is how we are
made to feel there. Our strengths

are utilized (and our shortcomings
worked around) so that we are
truly useful. Bo and his staff make
it clear that they recognize and
value our contributions.” The abil-
ity to work with people to grow a
sense of purpose for the benefit of
a greater mission is a rare leader-
ship quality that Bo demonstrates
in spades.

We are honored to acknowl-
edge the success Bo has demon-
strated in spreading connection
to nature through environmental
education across the world with
the ANCA Nature Center Leader-
ship Award. Join us at the 2018
ANCA Dream Big Summit at the
Leadership Awards Ceremony,
Thursday 9/20 at 7:00pm to honor
and celebrate Bo!

Nominating a Leader for the
2019 Awards - Nominations are
due each year on April 1st. Please
reach out to Jen Levy, ANCA’s
Executive Director at jenlevy@
natctr.org if you are interested in

learning more about the process.
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