
 

Amazing Adaptations Survival Game Show 

Synopsis 
A 60-minute program offered to 1st - 8th grade students. In this 
hands-on, interactive demonstration, students become contestants on 
a game show, answer questions, and earn points toward meeting and 
touching several animals throughout the program. The game includes 
drawing, charades, and surprises. Students gain an understanding of 
various animal adaptations. This program can be taught as an 
assembly. (Program content varies based on grade level and 
curriculum standards.) Tuition: $5/student (minimum 20, maximum 
40 per session). 
 
Aspects of this program also correlate with California’s Environmental 
Principles and Concepts from the Education and the Environment 
Initiative (Assembly Bill 1548 and 1721).  

Objectives 
Students will be able to: 
Describe the life cycle of various insects. 
Learn how to make sound observations. 
List traits of a Mammal, Reptile, Fish, Bird, Arthropod, and Amphibian 
Identify the difference between Predators and Prey 
Distinguish the difference between an insect and an arachnid. 

Vocabulary & Concepts to Review: 
• All Animals have adaptations, which are something on the 

animal’s body that help them survive in their habitat. 
• Life cycles are different for different animals, such as butterflies, 

frogs, and mice. 
• Animals produce offspring of their own kind and they resemble 

their parents and one another. 
• The word VORE in Carnivore means “diet of”  
• Carnivore- An animal that has a diet of meat 
• Omnivore- An animal that has a diet of everything 



• Herbivore- An animal that has a diet of plants 
• Predator- An animal that hunts another animal 
• Prey-  An animal that gets hunted by another animal 
• Eyes on the front, likes to hunt 

Eyes on the side, likes to hide 
 

Arthropods 
• There is variation among individuals of one kind within a 

population.    
• Arthropod: Arthro means jointed and Pod means leg. (Something 

that has jointed legs) 
• Arthropods can be arachnids, insects, or crustaceans. 
• Insects have three body parts- Head, Thorax, Abdomen 
• Insects have 6 legs 
• Arachnids have 8 legs and 2 body parts: The cephalothorax and 

the abdomen. 
• Exoskeleton- Outer skeleton of an insect 
• Arthropod- An animal that has many pairs of jointed legs 
Mammals 
• Mammals are warm blooded and have constant blood 

temperature 
• Mammals have hair or fur 
• Mammals drink milk 
• Mammals are born alive 
Reptiles 
• Reptiles lay eggs 
• Reptiles have variable blood temperature 
• Reptiles have scales 
• Reptiles breathe with their lungs 
Fish 
• Fish have scales 
• Fish breathe with gills 
• Sharks are fish 
• Some fish have adaptations to endure the change from fresh 

water to salt water 
Birds 
• All birds and only birds have feathers 
• A raptor is a bird of prey 
• Different birds have different feet and beaks depending on what 

they eat and where they live. 
 
 
 
 


