
  

All Grades Marvelous Mammals Pre-visit 
Review 

Synopsis 
A 60-minute program offered to 1st - 8th grade students. Some people believe 
that a horse can judge your character within the first 8 seconds of being near you! 
In this interactive show, students will learn about all sorts of mammals; from 
those that will fit in your hand to those bigger than the room itself! They will play 
a game, touch animals and learn about similarities and differences between 
humans and animals. A portion of this show is outdoors and involves an animal 
adaptation re-enactment game where kids will truly learn the unique 
characteristics that all mammals share. (Program content varies based on grade 
level and curriculum standards.) Tuition: $5/student (minimum 20, maximum 40 
per session). 

Objectives 
Students will be able to: 

o Identify the difference between a mammal and other animals 
o Learn about exceptions to the general characteristics of mammals. 
o Learn about adaptations of animals from all around the world. 

 
Vocabulary & Concepts to Review: 

o Animals need food, water, shelter and space to survive.  
o Habitat – the place where an animal or plant lives. 
o Camouflage – hiding or blending in with one’s surroundings. 
o Mammal- An animal that is warm blooded, drinks milk, is born alive, and 

breathes with it’s lungs. 
 
 
Grades 4 through 8 Additional Vocabulary & Concepts to Review: 

o Class of Mammalia- members of a class of air-breathing vertebrate animals 
characterized by having endothermy, hair, three middle ear bones, and 
mammary glands. 

o Mammary Gland-An organ in female mammalst hat produces milk to feed 
young offspring. 

o Endotherm- an organism that produces heat through internal means, such 
as muscle shivering, or increasing it’s metabolism. 

o The largest mammal is the Blue Whale 
o Carl Linnaeus-Known as the father of modern taxonomy. He lived between 

1707 and 1778 
o Linnaeus coined the term Mammalia. 
o Marsupials are characterized by giving birth to relatively undeveloped 



young. 
o Kangaroo 
o Koala Bear 
o Sugar Glider 
o Opposum 
o Thylacine: An extinct carnivorous marsupial. 

o Monotremes are mammals that lay eggs. There are two types (5 species 
total) 

o Platypus 
o Echidnas 

o 6 orders of Mammals 
o Rodentia- Mice, rats, porcupines, beavers, capybaras, and other 

gnawing mammals) 
o Chiroptera- bats 
o Soricomorpha- Shrews, moles, and solenodons. 
o Primates 
o Cetartiodactyla- even toed hoofed mammals and Whales 
o Carnivora- dogs, cats, weasels, bears, seals, and their relatives. 

 
 


