
 
Grade 3 I’ll Trade You Pre-visit Review 

 
Synopsis 
A 60-minute program offered to 3rd and 4th grade students. After learning about the daily life of two 
indigenous peoples of Orange County, the Tongva (Gabrielino) and Acjachemen (Juaneño), students 
will jump into a hands-on simulation of how trading worked in pre-Spanish California history, around 
500 years ago. In this fun quest, students will construct a miniature raft that floats and develop proper 
negotiating skills to acquire all of the resources they need for survival. (Social Science Standards: 3.2.1, 
3.5.1, 3.5.3, 4.2.1.) Tuition: $5/student (minimum 20, maximum 40 per session). 
 
 
Objective 

• Students will be able to describe ways the Orange County Native Americans used natural 
resources in their daily lives. 

• Students will be aware that we use natural resources every day, just as the Native Americans did, 
and these natural resources are limited and should be used responsibly. 

 
Key Concepts to Review 

• The Native Americans who lived (and still do live) right here in Orange County are Gabrielinos.  
Many people with Gabrielino ancestry now refer to themselves as “Tongva.” 

• Another group of Native Americans who lived (and still do live) right here in Orange County are 
Juaneños. They are called the “Acjachemen.” 

• The Tongva and Acjachemen used plants for clothing, food, medicine, tools and shelter. 
• String was the most important tool. 
• The Tongva and Acjachemen traded resources with other tribes. 
• The Tongva and Acjachemen used canoes made out of Redwood Trees and Tule.  
• Obsidian is a rock used to make arrowheads. It comes from volcanoes. 
• Abalone shells were used to make wampums, or shell money. 

 
State Social Science Standards Covered 

• Students trace the ways in which people have used the resources of the local region. 
• Students describe the indigenous people in their local region long ago and in the recent past.  
• Describe national identities, religious beliefs, customs, and various folklore traditions.  
• Discuss the ways in which physical geography, including climate, influenced how the local 

Indian nations adapted to their natural environment (how they obtained food, clothing, tools).  
 
Environmental Principles and Concepts Covered in this Program: 

• List the resources (goods and ecosystem services) that are provided by the ecosystems (natural 
systems) in their local region.  

• Recognize the ways that people use the resources (goods and ecosystem services) that are 
provided by the ecosystems (natural systems) in their local region.  

• Provide examples of goods and ecosystem services that were used by specific American Indian 
nations.  

• Explain how local Indian nations adapted to their natural environment so that they could extract, 
harvest, transport and consume natural resources (goods and ecosystem services).  



• Describe how physical geography, including climate, affected the natural resources (goods and 
ecosystem services) upon which American Indian nations depended.  

• Explain how the American Indian nations affected the natural systems where they lived.  
 


