
 

Grade 2 Insect Investigators Pre-visit Review 

Synopsis 
A 60-minute program offered to 2nd grade students. Students will be 
immersed in the life cycle of a cricket during this fascinating insect 
investigation. They will sharpen their observation skills by catching and 
examining their very own cricket and recording their findings. They will 
learn about the role of crickets and other insects in the environment, 
and learn how to see life through the eyes of an insect. Tuition: 
$5/student (minimum 20, maximum 40 per session). 
 
(Science Standards: 2a, 2b, 2c, 2d, 4d, 4g.) 
Aspects of this program also correlate with California’s Environmental Principles and 
Concepts from the Education and the Environment Initiative (Assembly Bill 1548 and 
1721).  

Objectives 
Students will be able to: 
• Describe the life cycle of various insects. 
• Learn how to make sound observations. 
• Identify anatomy of insects. 
• State the ecological role of various insects 
• Distinguish the difference between an insect and an arachnid. 
• Successfully catch and release an insect. 

Vocabulary & Concepts to Review: 
• Animals produce offspring of their own kind and they resemble their parents and one 

another. 
• Life cycles are different for different animals, such as butterflies, frogs, and mice. 
• There is variation among individuals of one kind within a population.    
• Insects have three body parts- Head, Thorax, Abdomen 
• Insects have 6 legs 
• Insects have a life cycle 
• Exoskeleton- Outer skeleton of an insect 
• Arthropod- An animal that has many pairs of jointed legs 
 
Curriculum Covered 



2a.	  Students	  know	  that	  organisms	  reproduce	  offspring	  of	  their	  own	  kind	  and	  
that	  the	  offspring	  resemble	  their	  parents	  and	  one	  another.	  	  
2b.	  Students	  know	  the	  sequential	  stages	  of	  life	  cycles	  are	  different	  for	  different	  
animals,	  such	  as	  butterflies,	  frogs,	  and	  mice.	  	  
2c.	  Students	  know	  many	  characteristics	  of	  an	  organism	  are	  inherited	  from	  the	  
parents.	  Some	  characteristics	  are	  caused	  or	  influenced	  by	  the	  environment.	  	  
2d.	  Students	  know	  there	   is	  variation	  among	   individuals	  of	  one	  kind	  within	  a	  
population.	  	  
4d.	  Use	  magnifiers	  or	  microscopes	  to	  observe	  and	  draw	  descriptions	  of	  small	  
objects	  	  
or	  small	  features	  of	  objects.	  	  
4g.	  	   Follow	  oral	  instructions	  for	  a	  scientific	  investigation.	  	  
 
 

Environmental Principles and Concepts Covered in this Program: 
• Explain why insects are an important part of the food chain. 
• Identify reproductive cycles for different animals such as butterflies, frogs, and mice.  
• Recognize that there is variation among individuals within a population.  
• Learn the process by which scientists study and record animals and insects. 
 


