
 

Grade 3 Pre Visit Review 

Synopsis 
A 60-minute program offered to 3rd grade students. Through 
storytelling, games and activities, students learn that ecosystems are 
very much like a game of “Jenga.” If enough pieces are removed it will 
eventually collapse. Students will participate in an ecosystem building 
activity and discover the healthy bond that predators and prey share 
as well as the plant foundation that ecosystems are built upon. They 
will learn about a Southern California animal that is endangered due to 
habitat loss. Students will plant a native plant to help restore this 
animal’s habitat, and learn about the sun’s important role in plant 
growth. Tuition: $5/student (minimum 20, maximum 40 per session). 

 (Science Standards: 1a, 2a, 2b, 2c, 2d, 2e.)  

Objectives 
Students will be able to: 

 
• Explain that the reason why predators are important is because 

they maintain the balance in a food web. 
• Understand how Non-Native Species destroy ecosystems. 
• State the ecological role of various plants and animals in an 

ecosystem. 
• State that the earth orbits the sun and that the moon orbits the 

earth. 
• Explain how the orbit of the earth creates four seasons. 
• Plant their own native sagebrush plant and state that a plant 

needs soil, sunlight, air, and water. 

Vocabulary & Concepts to Review: 
• Native Species- Animals or plants that are originally from the 

local habitat. 
• Invasive Species- Animals or plants that are from another 

place that take over a local habitat, often times, wiping out a 
native population. 



• Photosynthesis- The process by which plants use sunlight to 
make their own food. 

• Coastal Sage Scrub Ecosystem- A scrubland plant community 
in California that has drought tolerant plants in it. 

• Endangered Species- A population of plants or animals which 
are at risk for becoming extinct.  

 
Curriculum Covered 

• 1a.  Students know energy comes from the Sun to Earth in the 
form of light.  

• 3.  Adaptations in physical structure or behavior may improve an 
organism’s chance for survival.  

• 3a.  Students know plants and animals have structures that 
serve different functions in growth, survival, and reproduction.  

• 3b.  Students know examples of diverse life forms in different 
environments, such as oceans, deserts, tundra, forests, 
grasslands, and wetlands.  

• 3c.  Students know living things cause changes in the 
environment in which they live: some of these changes are 
detrimental to the organism or other organisms, and some are 
beneficial.  

• 3d.  Students know when the environment changes, some plants 
and animals survive and reproduce; others die or move to new 
locations. 

• 3e.  Students know that some kinds of organisms that once lived 
on Earth have completely disappeared and that some of those 
resembled others that are alive today.  

 
 
 


